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A Brief Summary of the

New Restrictions Facility in *** ABLOADS ***
*** ABLOADS *** now provides for many new types of Restrictions to be attached to road segments in addition to bridge mapping records.  These restrictions are then picked up when the route is checked.  This is a new feature which we hope to refine and develop further in coming months.

There is detailed coverage of how to enter and use Restrictions in the Helpfile under 'Primary screens > Routes > On-screen facilities > Restrictions' and the links from there.

Adding restrictions

Restriction records are maintained in the index file Ssegs.cox in the Abloads/Coords folder.  They will generally be created and updated manually on-screen.  But they can also be entered in bulk using the 'Data > Mapping data > Import/update > Restrictions' menu item.  Once a restriction record has been created it can be copied and modified to create other restriction records.  Level 2 or above operator authority is required and the 'Edit > Graphics > Restrictions' menu item must be checked (this can only be done from the Routes screen).

Active restrictions are attached to road segments.  Road segments with restrictions attached are shown with larger red squares, and when the square is right clicked to display the segment data the restriction data is also displayed in a box below.  Restrictions can also exist in an unattached state, shown by a green circle and a label containing the restriction ID.  Right clicking the green circle displays a larger label giving the ID, the wording ‘unattached’, restriction type and value.

Before adding a restriction on-screen, select the road segment or segments to which the restriction is to apply.  Right click on the mapping display to bring up the pop-up menu allowing movement between the main screens of the program.  Selecting the extra item ‘Add restriction’ will open the ‘Add restriction’ display.  You can enter as many restrictions as you like for each set of selected segments, but on-screen only one restriction at a time.

You enter restriction data in the Add Restriction display as follows:-

· Restriction type – required

Use the dropdown arrow in the ‘type’ box to select from the types provided.  Initially these are roadworks, weight, height, width, length, speed, closure and event.  Further types may be added later.  Suggestions are welcome.

· Restriction value – required except for roadworks, closure and event

Enter a value appropriate to the selected restriction type in metric units (speed in mph).

· Start time and date and finish time and date – optional

You can use the same shortcuts here as you use when entering notification data.  Entering no finish time or date will leave the restriction open-ended.  Dated restrictions will be ignored until they come into effect and deleted as they expire.

· Action to be taken – mainly optional – can be mandatory or advisory

Mandatory restrictions are treated by the program in a similar manner to low bridges.  Advisory restrictions are informative only.  Roadworks, speed limits and events are always treated as advisory.  Road closure is always treated as mandatory.  The remaining types can be entered either way.

· Description – optional

Enter a description of the restriction, the nature of the roadworks for example.

When you have completed restriction data entry, click ‘Ok’ to save the new entry.  You will be asked to confirm the save and whether it is to apply to all selected segments or just the first.

Other on-screen actions

You can drag an attached restriction out of its box onto the mapping display with the mouse to change its status to unattached.  In this unattached state it can be moved , re-attached or deleted.  You can also copy the current restriction by right clicking outside the box.  See the relevant Helpfile topics as above.

Entering bulk restriction data

Restrictions are generally created on screen, but restriction data can be added in bulk if available in a variety of formats – see the ‘Data > Mapping data > Import/update > Restrictions’ menu item in the Helpfile and the link to the updated Data format document.
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